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THE SHOP-ART PROJECT

by ROB LAGROUW



Opening speech by the President of the Chamber of Commerce, Turin Small
Businesses Division.

As a professional middle class representative I could not have been a happier person
than here today in this place. Today, with the opening of this great monument, we
celebrate the so important role played by small businesses and retail spaces in our
society, not only here in Spigno Monferrato but also in the rest of Italy and perhaps
the whole world. Walking through this well hidden example of an almost classic retail
space, you can easily see and experience how this monument to the middle class is
already a source of inspiration for the future generation of hard working middle class
people. But above all I was struck by how well the artist Lagrouw, himself a
tradesman for a long time, makes us feel with this monument and sympathises with
this so often maligned species of human beings. I hereby express the hope that this
work of art may continue to function as a landmark and source of inspiration for the
future generation of small businesses for a long time to come.

Discorso di apertura del Presidente della Camera di Commercio, Divisione
Piccole Imprese di Torino.

Come rappresentante professionale della classe media non avrei potuto essere una
persona piu felice di qui oggi in questo luogo. 0ggi, con l'inaugurazione di questo
grande monumento, celebriamo il ruolo cosi importante svolto dalle piccole imprese
e dagli spazi commerciali nella nostra societa, non solo qui a Spigno Monferrato ma,
anche nel resto d'Ttalia e forse nel mondo intero. Guardando questo esempio ben
nascosto di uno spazio commerciale quasi classico, puoi facilmente vedere e
sperimentare come questo monumento alla classe media sia gia una fonte di
ispirazione per la futura generazione di lavoratori della classe media. Ma soprattutto
mi ha colpito come l'artista Lagrouw, commerciante lui stesso da molto tempo, ci
faccia sentire con questo monumento e simpatizzi con questa specie di esseri umani
cosi spesso diffamata. Con la presente esprimo la speranza che quest'opera d'arte
possa continuare a fungere da punto di riferimento e fonte di ispirazione per la
futura generazione di piccole imprese per molto tempo a venire.
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"You have to do something with it to make it come into being ..."
Katinka Smit - Katinka Smit Art Gallery

"Lagrouw relaunched himself "Che pazzo!!!" "The twists and tuns of Lagrouw are
with his strange businesses inimitable, but like the winding

and small shops. It all seems country road to his Italian hilltop
innocent but don’t hesitate to emporium, it always takes you

find out for yourselves." somewhere. Just keep going!"

MBbdJ’s Modern Marketing Group Bianca Bella - Madness Franco Bollo - NCC News
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BLUE MOUNTAIN HOTEL
FEB -APRIL 2019
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KATINKA SMIT ART GALLERY

JAN - MAY 2018
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BETON BELLS
JUN & JUL 2018
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NOV 2016 - FEB 2017
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C.LAB - POP UP MUSEUM
MAY - AUG 2019
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